NSS PASA (ZOOM) Meeting 9/12/20
VP Mitch Gordon reporting; 6 attendees including Jim

1.  Actions: Memos sent to Franklin Institute for donation of PASA tabletop display.
    Memo sent to Fox 29 for more availability of: Cosmos: Possible Worlds series.
2.  Dottie spoke of a virtual Philcon coming up in November, with a more open format.

3.  Howard reported that the MUFON PA meeting has been moved to next spring.

4.  We welcomed back Steven Conoly to work and Philadelphia, a sign that things are moving in the right direction as we fight our way out of this Covid-19 pandemic.  

4.  Jim (Furmato) reported on the upcoming NSS Space Forum / Town Hall Series.

 Next one: 9/17/20 8 PM on Infectious Disease and Spaceflight. (RSVP by 5 PM on 9/17)
5.  Mitch mentioned articles in Ad Astra (2020-2 edition) including: One of 17 female astronauts shown will walk on a future moon mission.

      Rotorcraft will not only be used on the Mars 2020 rover mission, but also on the trip to Saturn’s largest moon, Titan (which has been named Dragonfly).

      Also mentioned was a book (at Barnes & Noble) called Red Planet (2015), showing (1) an ice lake within a crater on Mars (proving once again that there is water out there); and (2) that the possibility does exist of terraforming Mars, which was first hinted by Carl Sagan in a 1973 scientific paper.   This would be a millennial project producing a more hospitable Earthlike planet; but a big problem would be holding on to an enriched atmosphere.        

6.  An Philadelphia Inquirer letter writer recently was critical of the money spent on space exploration during these trying times.   Mitch read pages from his recent book (The Cosmic Interpretation of History, bottom of page 177 to top of page 179) on the good news of outer space exploration.      
7.  Mitch recently hung an Earth flag from his window and reminded attendees that the photo on the flag came on the Apollo 17 Moon mission in 1972, and was taken 18,000 miles above the surface, and was dubbed the “Blue Marble.”   It’s importance?   Man has risen; and our collective childhood has come to an end.

8.  Our next (Zoom) meeting will be on Saturday, October 10, 2020 at 1 PM.        
